Lene Johannessen at UiT
Prof. Lene Johannessen teaches at the University of Bergen

Wednesday 5th October
14:15-16:00 in room E.0104
Guest lecture
“’Perpetual Progress:’
the American-ness of Drude
Krog Janson’s A Saloonkeeper’s
Daughter”
In 1887 Norwegian writer Drude Krog Janson
published En Saloonkeeper’s Datter in Minneapolis,
after which it soon receded into oblivion. Many
Lene M Johannessen is Professor of American
years later it was recovered from its dusty
literature and culture in the Department of Foreign
repositories and made available to an English
Languages at the University of Bergen, Norway. Her reading audience as A Saloonkeeper’s Daughter
areas of research and teaching are generally focused (2002). By focusing on the confluence of Bildung’s
on literatures of and in migration and the ideological, generic expectations and those of the larger
cultural framework in which the story is set, this
cultural, social and aesthetic manifestations and
negotiations of the en-route as these are refracted in lecture seeks to explore what it is that makes the
novel American rather then Norwegian. I will
narratives, specifically in American and postcolonial
suggest that the ‘American-ness’ of the text resides
literature. Johannessen is the author of Passage of
in the protagonist’s singular turn of spirit, enabled
Crisis: Threshold Time in Chicano Literature (2008)
by the grids of a specifically American imaginary.
and the Horizons of Enchantment: Essays in the
American Imaginary (2011), as well as coeditor of
several books in American and postcolonial studies.

Monday 10th October
18:30 in Verdensteatret
Cinematek
Filmborders showing with
introduction
Lone Star (1996)

Friday 7th October
12:00-14:00 in room E.2004
Seminar
The Palimpsest
The relation between palimpsest and palimpsesting
to Border studies may be at its most poignant on the
level of memory and memorialization: while any
erasure sets out to eliminate and obscure that which
is not longer perceived as relevant and useful, its
traces linger and await, as Bakhtin would put it,
their “homecoming festivals.” Hopefully this paper
can provide a starting point for a discussion of the
trope of palimpsest/ing in its many and varied
redactions, and especially as it applies in literary
studies.

Prof. Johannessen’s lecture is the result of an initiative by the Border Poetics Research Group (http://uit.no/borderpoetics) as
part of the Border Aesthetics Project, and is made possible by funding from the Research Council of Norway.

