MARI RISTOLAINEN AT UIT

DR. MARI RISTOLAINEN DOES RESEARCH ON BORDER WRITING AT THE KARELIAN INSTITUTE, JOENSUU

WEDNESDAY 16 MARCH
13:15-15:00 IN ROOM E.0103

GUEST LECTURE
“FACELESS GATEKEEPERS?
RuUsSIAN BORDER GUARDS' POEMS ONLINE”

STATE BORDERS ARE GUARDED BY FACELESS MEN IN ARMS. PASSPORTS ARE
CHECKED BY FACELESS COMPUTERS. VISAS ARE STAMPED ON ENTRY AND
DEPARTURE BY FACELESS OFFICERS IN UNIFORMS. DON'T SPEAK AT THE BORDER!
DON'T SMILE AT THE BORDER! DON'T LOOK THE BORDER GUARD IN THE EYE! BUT
WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF WE DID? WOULD WE NOTICE THAT THESE MEN AND
WOMEN WORKING AT THE BORDERS ARE MORE THAN FACELESS GATEKEEPERS ?

http://www.uef.fi/lwctb

THIS GUEST LECTURE IS BASED ON DR. RISTOLAINEN'S RESEARCH PROJECT IN
WHICH SHE EXAMINES POEMS POSTED BY RUSSIAN BORDER GUARDS ON THEIR
OWN ONLINE FORUM. THIS LECTURE DISCUSSES HOW THE THOUSANDS OF
RUSSIAN MEN AND WOMEN GUARDING THE LONGEST BORDER IN THE WORLD
HAVE GIVEN THEMSELVES A UNIQUE FACE AND VOICE IN THE ANONYMOUS
WORLD OF THE INTERNET. WHO ARE THE PEOPLE ON THIS FORUM? WHAT ARE
THEY WRITING ABOUT? HOW ARE BORDERS REPRESENTED IN THEIR POEMS?

IN ADDITION, THIS LECTURE RAISES AWARENESS THAT AMATEUR WRITINGS ARE
AN UNDERSTUDIED, BUT SIGNIFICANT FIELD OF STUDY, AND INCREASES
KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE STRUCTURE OF RUSSIAN INTERNET COMMUNITIES
AND THE RUSSIAN POLITICS OF BOTH OFF-AND ONLINE, AND GIVES AN
EXAMPLE HOW THE INTERNET CAN BE USED IN THE VARIOUS FIELDS OF STUDY.

DR. RISTOLAINEN'’S LECTURE IS THE RESULT OF AN INITIATIVE BY THE BORDER POETICS RESEARCH GROUP (HTTP://UIT.NO/BORDERPOETICS)
AS PART OF THE BORDER AESTHETICS PROJECT, AND IS MADE POSSIBLE BY FUNDING FROM THE RESEARCH COUNCIL OF NORWAY.




